
Summer Reading Assignment 10-Honors 

 

I write to you with a full understanding of how stressful, confusing, and flat-out strange this 

school year has been. Despite this, I trust that you all worked as hard as you could and 

found ways to be successful and adaptive to the challenges of Remote Learning. While I 

know just how important taking a rest is after these last few months, I want to stress to you 

how crucial it is to stay sharp and focused in preparation for a fresh new start in English 10 

Honors. Having said that, I would like to announce that this summer, you are to read The 

Great Gatsby. 
 

This novel has served as my assigned Summer Reading text for each of the last two years 

that I have instructed 10 Honors and I want this year to be no different. Having said that, 

what will be different from years past is that your written assignment will be significantly 

less demanding to accommodate the aforementioned rest.  

 

The Great Gatsby is widely regarded as one of, if not the greatest work of American 

Literature. This text will expertly set us up for the majority of our major study of literature 

for the year. It is readily available at public libraries or at bookstores so you should not have 

a problem finding your own personal copy.  

 

Over the summer you should read slowly, establish images of places and people, give the 

characters and circumstances time to develop into part of your own imaginary world. Please 

do not bother with outside assistance – SparkNotes, Cliff Notes, Wikipedia. Rely on yourself 

and your own thoughts. Fall back into the habit of reading for pleasure. Though assigned for 

school, this novel is one that is capable of entertaining you. You should be able to form 

strong opinions of the character and connections with events that transpire.  

 

The assignment: You will use your analytical reading skills to craft three well-developed 

and well-supported paragraphs explaining three separate symbols in the novel and how they 

connect to the concept of the American Dream. This novel features a vision of the American 

Dream that is both personal to the characters as well as universal to us all. You will use 

specific examples from the text to support your paragraphs, and you will use in-text 

citations, properly formatted, to cite them. The paragraphs serve as solitary entities. You do 

not need to have an introductory paragraph nor do you have to conclude the assignment 

with another paragraph. This work will be due at the beginning of the school year. A more 

concrete date will be set once we find out just exactly what the beginning of the school year 

will look like. Like all work in this class, these paragraphs must be typed in Times New 

Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced, and have a proper heading according to MLA style. 

You will not need a Works Cited page for this assignment.  

 

For questions about MLA style, consult: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

This link and these directions are also posted on the 10-H page of my website. 

 

Enjoy this book – and others! – and your summer. I look forward to hopefully being able to 

meet you in the fall. 

Mr. Dold 

Email: edold@htsd.us 
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